[image: image1.jpg]SGHIGHINI





MESA

Design: Alfredo Häberli, 2008

From Alfredo Häberli’s idea to Schiffini’s serial dimension: Mesa is the perfect answer to the need for rationality and functionality in contemporary kitchens. From the aesthetic point of view, research into formal details results in exclusive decorative patterns and colours that create atmospheres and sensations from the past. 

This vision of a simple, yet many-faceted and functional kitchen with the capacity to amaze and with an evocative power: this is the kitchen of days gone by created by Alfredo Häberli. It is expressed in three basic components: a multifunctional island for contemporary use that encourages socialising, right from the start of food preparation; a large convivial table with benches and a column of modular elements for storing food and for built-in household appliances.

The materials, the warm, tactile finishes, the decoration created by the apparently casual succession of small, round depressions, the asymmetric interplay of the lines created by the placement of the modular containers, produce the warmth, the feeling of welcome and the pleasant ‘untidiness’ of a lived-in kitchen.   

The island module combines all the most explicit citations of the design concept: the warmth of solid wood and the copper finish; the natural stone of the sink and the roundness of its lines; the enveloping form of the hood; the three large, separate areas for cleaning, preparing and cooking food; the possibility of having everything you need organised and to hand, inside the well-equipped base. The central element, which has a single block sink top in Carrara marble, designed by Häberli, offers a large, 7 cm thick, shiny stainless steel surface. It has electronic or mechanically opened push-pull drawers and is available in a standard length of 120 cm, which can also be customised due to the modular nature of Box One and Space System. The elements at each end (90x120 cm) house the cooking area in shiny stainless steel, equipped with single, modular gas rings, and the worktop in solid durmast with a large, cube-effect chopping board and an original carpenter’s vice.

The large table (240 x 80 cm) which gives its name to the range (mesa means table in Spanish) is also made of solid durmast, with two long, extractable benches in the same wood.

Mesa’s functionality is based not only on a well-organised system of  large and small drawers - the Box One system (30cm-60cm modules in multiples of 15 cm) and Space System (75cm-120 cm in multiples of 15 cm) – but also on a column of small drawers and containers, specially developed and aimed at breaking down the kitchen’s functions. This special feature can be seen in the twenty composition variants available, where modules of different sizes and which are differently equipped inside are placed together. The front panels are available in a smooth finish or with a three-dimensional design. This is not only an aesthetic feature, but also a rational one, as these front panels with different finishes and sizes differentiate the various functions of the elements. The wide range of composition solutions offered by the wall columns includes an element that is 120 cm wide and which houses a foldaway mini-kitchen with a sink and cooking surface. This solution means the design is also suitable for small spaces, while maintaining a high level of functional integration.  

The column elements are available in 30 cm-120 cm widths, in multiples of 15 cm; while the standard height of 215 cm can be customised with elements above the column.

The doors and front panels open electronically, have a push-pull mechanism or transparent resin handles. They are available in lacquered, opaque MDF panels or macroter in the serial colours of the catalogue or varnished in copper, green-gold, silver, metallic blue or black rubber. The black rubber finish gives the surface a soft, tactile, almost velvety effect.  

The body of the kitchen is a grey melamine structure made up of waterproof wood fibre panels (ecological panels derived from 100% recycled wood) which are 18 mm thick and ennobled in melamine. The inner shelves are made of tempered glass.  

The hood in the Mesa range is available in a wall version (90 cm wide) in opaque lacquered metal or macroter in the serial colours of the catalogue, and in a central, suspended version (150 cm wide), in a single piece of moulded polyurethane varnished black or white.  
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