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NATURAL STONE FROM TURKEY

Situated on the Alpine belt where the world’s richest marble deposits are found, Turkey is one of the world’s oldest natural stone producers with over four thousand years of history. The cities, temples, baths, amphitheatres, roads, bridges and aqueducts of Greek and Roman antiquity in Asia Minor; the great Byzantine churches and palaces; the superb mosques, mansions, fountains and tombs of the Seljuk and Ottoman periods; the statues of kings and queens, poets and philosophers; the tables and chairs, pillars and vessels of nobility and common folk were all fashioned from local marble or other natural stone. And many still stand, nearly unblemished, as a testimony of the region’s extraordinarily rich and varied history of culture and civilization. 

Just as the skill of countless craftsmen and artists of the past combined with the unique colours, patterns and textures of Turkish natural stone to produce some of the world’s most inspiring structures and objects, so the designers, architects and sculptors of our day look to Turkish stone for their beauty and strength. From ancient quarries in Marmara - from which the word marble in fact originates - to the country’s Thracian, Aegean and Eastern Anatolian regions, the great variety and beauty of Turkish natural stone have built Turkey’s modern reputation throughout the worlds as a leading natural stone producer. Turkish marble and travertine, granite, onyx, limestone, basalt, slate stone, andesite and diabase rock all offer a huge variety of different technical and aesthetic properties to suit the most demanding needs.  

The Istanbul Mineral Exporters’ Association (IMIB) and the Aegean Mineral Exporters’ Association (EMIB), the founders of the ‘Turkish Stones’ platform, are professional non-profit associations, which deal with all the export activities in minerals sector. The Istanbul Mineral Exporters’ Association (IMIB) was founded in 1976 and has 3250 members as of 2011 and the Aegean Mineral Exporters’ Association (EMIB) was founded in 1991 and has 1400 members. Among their principle areas of business are natural stone, borates and concentrates, chromium ore, copper ore, magnesite, ferrochromium, zinc ore and feldspar products. The main objectives of these unions are to increase and the export of the mineral and natural stone industries, and to effectively promote Turkish natural stones and minerals in foreign markets. 

www.turkishstones.org

[image: image2.jpg]TR
Tsmp'f'sss"

Dis Ticaret Kompleksi A-Blok
Gobangesme Mevkii Sanayi Cad.

Kat:6 34197 Yenibosna/istanbul/Turkey

t: (+90) 212 454 00 53
f: (+90) 212 454 01 50
info@turkishstones.org

Demirden Design - Curator
Turnacibagi Cad. No:g/7
34433 Beyoglu/istanbul /Turkey
t: (+90) 212 245 25 63

f (+90) 212 244 89 43
info@demirden.com

R+W - PR Agency
Via Giusti, 26
20154 Milan/ltaly

t: (+39) 02 33104675
f: (+39) 02 33106747
info@r-w.it

www.thusspokethemarble.com



